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(54) Interactive multimedia advertising and electronic commerce on a hypertext network 

(57) A system and method for providing targeted, 
interactive, multimedia advertisements and electronic 
commerce capability on a hypertext network. Advertis- 
ing software from a server is loaded on a user's client 
computer through a browser at the user's request. The 
display screen of the client computer is partitioned into 
a browser area, which retains the full functionality of the 
underlying browser, and advertising area. Controls 
affecting the presentation and content of the advertise- 
ments streamed from the server to the client computer 
are available to the user in the advertising area, as are 
secure purchase and electronic coupon controls. 
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 



The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claim*. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the preaoribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up tor the tint ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely c)aim(s): 



I | No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
I — I been drawn up tor the first ten claims. 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 
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□ All further search fees have bean paid within the fixed time imit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for all claims. 



□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional tee. 



□ Only part ot the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit The present European 
search report has been drawn up tor those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect ot which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 
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report has been drawn up for those parte of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 
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Tlie Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-36,43-46 

A method and system for providing interactive multimedia 
advertising over a hypertext network. 



2. Claims: 37-42 

A method for effectuating a secure purchase transaction over 
a hypertext network including advertising software, 
streaming of advertisements, acceptance of a purchase 
request and accepting user purchase information including a 
method for preregistering user purchaser information, such 
as credit card information and shipping address and 
asociating such information with a confidential 
authentication password. 
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